
People and the Watershed



 Mission Statement: To provide 
technical and financial assistance 
for the conservation, protection 
and development of natural 
resources within Lewis County

 Non-regulatory assistance

 Working with the District is 
voluntary

 Overseen by a board of local 
landowners





 Including tributaries= 166 miles 
of streams

 Drains 158 square miles

 Anadromous Fish -Coho, 
Steelhead, Searun Cutthroat, 
Spring and Fall Chinook, Pacific 
Lamprey

 Other Fish Species-Sculpin, 
Northern Pike Minnow, Brook 
Lamprey, Various Suckers











From 1938- Present This Site Has 
Eroded Approximately 1000 Feet 

-And It Is Still Eroding





 Some erosion is natural 

 Higher rates of erosion in the 
Chehalis Basin following the 
2007/2009 floods

 Other factors that can increase 
erosion include riprap, animals 
trampling banks, and a lack of 
trees/shrubs

 Looking for projects in areas 
where stabilization will be most 
effective





 In the past, it was advised to 
remove wood from streams to 
facilitate fish passage

 Now we know that wood is 
beneficial to fish, creating pools, 
and giving shelter among other 
benefits

 Majority of the streams in the 
Chehalis Basin are lacking in 
wood 

 Wood can be a key component in 
stabilizing banks







 CREP- Establish Buffers along 
Streams

 Farm Planning- Help with 
nutrient management. Cost share 
program to implement practices.

 Fish Passage- Remove fish 
passage barriers.

 Irrigation Water Management-
Assistance with proper irrigation. 
Possible cost share opportunities.



Buffer during establishment and 8 years later



 Manage manure to prevent water 
pollution

 Pasture management-utilize 
nutrients for maximum 
production

 Pasture protection-creating a 
heavy use area

 Create a customized plan for 
your farm. 

 Develop a more productive, 
ecologically friendly farm 





• Develop an irrigation schedule that optimizes 

yields and minimizes water and nutrient loss

• Look at possible ways to minimize water 

loss- fixing leaks and replacing nozzles are 

two major ways to easily improve the system

• Currently looking for grants to improve 

systems

• Applied for a grant for fish screens



 21 CREP contracts=Over 9 miles 
of stream protected. 161 acres 
planted. 

 Several farm plans for dairies, 
chicken farms and beef farms.

 LCCD has completed four fish 
passage project. 



 “Helping People Help The Land”

 Non-Regulatory Agency

 Federal Agency Under the USDA

 Programs Available

 Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

 EQIP Conservation Activity Plans (CAPs)

 Agricultural Conservation Easement Program 

(ACEP)

 Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

Contact 

Dave Rose

360-748-0083 x101

For more info


